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The Gemara relates: There were certain hooligans [biryonei] who were living in the .
neighborhood of Rabbi Zeira. He brought them close, i.e., treated them with frien.dshlp., in
order to cause them to repent of their sins, but the other Sages disapproved of his actions.
When Rabbi Zeira died, those hooligans said: Until now, there was the short one with
singed legs, i.e., Rabbi Zeira, who would pray for compassion for us. Who will pra'y for -
compassion for us now? They thought about this in their hearts and repented. Ultimately,
Rabbi Zeira's actions were proven correct, as they repented.
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In 1929 the rebbe of Lubavitch, R. Yosef Yitzhak Shneersohn (head of
TZADD the habad sect of hassidim, the father-in-law of the present rebbe ?f
* Vi TN Ok M Lubavitch) came on a visit to the holy land, and he was put up m

P-\ol - quarters in the Old City of Jerusalem. '

l 1o, R. Abraham Isaac Kook, the MM of Israel,wxshc{
to visit this renowned hassidic figure, and he asked Reb Aryeh to accom-
Dpany_ him.

Reb Aryeh later related how R. Kook explained to the rebbe his ap-
proach, his idea of k’lal yisra’el (the Community of Israel) and the re-
construction of this people and its homeland. The chief rabbi’s words
were as radiant and illuminating as the Torah given at Sinai.

“At that meeting,” said Reb Aryeh, “I learned a fundamental law that
prevailed in the thought of this master teacher (R. Kook): When it
comes to rescuing our brethren, members of Jewry, the concept of m’siruth
nefesh—dedication, readiness for self-sacrifice—cannot be limited to givixig
of your physical self (work, energy, effort) or your money or property
for the sake of others. It has to be enlarged, expanded to include even
the readiness to sacrifice your spirit, your soul. Even if you think that
the matter will cost you your life in the Hereafter, your eternal reward
in the Afterlife, you must go ahead and work to rescue your brethren.
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i i action issu cd HaGaon Rabbi Moshe Feinstein to
3 Yeshwa-n'“s %%t;:: bna;sed v:ewon:fct;:cu tfxtralorvdmaryn' ua\tuby re of our times. We believe that it
has broad implitn‘tions with respect to every individual’s responsibility to act on behalf

of his fellow Jew. ) . . '
ich this chapter is based was originally delivered at a meeting

nm‘:r?dlk b;;l’.:;gl;;lc:; at the Agudas Israel of Boro Park on 22 Adar, 5733. The talk
?:s transcribed by this author, and was originally published in June, 1973 issue of the

Jewish Observer.
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The same is true of our own Torah needs. There is no question
that a person’s primary obligation is his own studies. One can

never say that he has amassed enough to meet his personal needs,
for the Torah is . . . longer than the earth, and broader than the

sea” (Job 11:9). One must therefore give his own studies prece-
dence, but this must not be absolute. A person must also act on
behalf of others.

In the case of charity, one must give a tenth of his income to the
poor (Yoreh Deah 249:1). Likewise, one must spend one tenth of
his time working on behalf of others, bringing them close to the
Torah. '



